
BLACKROCK College has been at the heart of Irish edu-
cation since 1860. Today the boarding school home to circa 
90 boarders with a staff student ratio of 1:6. The College is 
located three hours from Ennis

The College, offers a 21st century environment replete with 
excellent accommodation, a vast array of facilities includ-
ing sports hall , weights rooms, tennis courts,squash courts,  
swimming pool, athletics sprint track, table-tennis centre, 
cricket grounds and 11 sports pitches.

Situated on a 56 acre campus in the heart of a capital city, 
the College has access to all of the cultural, tourist, sporting 
and recreational activities available. Blackrock operates a 
VHYHQ�GD\�ÁH[LEOH� ERDUGLQJ� VFKHGXOH��ZLWK� D�PRQWKO\� IUHH�
week-end. 
7KHUH� DUH� ÀYH� VWUDQGV� WR� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� SURYLGHG� LQ� WKH�

boarding school – excellent teaching and learning, super-
vised and structured study time, friendships that last a life-
time, the pursuit of individual interests and faith formation.  
Combined together with a culture of pursuing excellence in 
all areas,the College offers a superb opportunity for young 
people to grow into mature, caring citizens, imbued with 
FRQÀGHQFH��VWULYLQJ�WR�DFKLHYH�SHUVRQDOO\�DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�
to our world.

Contact: Blackrock College, Rock Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin

Tel: 01 288 8681 - Email: registration@blackrockcollege.com

www.blackrockcollege.com
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A DEDICATION TO EDUCATION
Blackrock College  was the Alma Mater of Dr Brendan O’Regan, a past pupil who benefited 
from the high quality, personalised care offered by staff in the Dublin school.  

BRENDAN O’REGAN - MR SHANNON

WORLD TOP 50 GOLF COURSE
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Lahinch Golf Club 
Lahinch, Co. Clare, Ireland

Tel: +353 65 708 1003
E-mail: info@lahinchgolf.com

www.lahinchgolf.com
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IT was a winter’s night in 2000 and as we sat hard by the bar 
on the high stools in Paddy Casey’s pub Sixmilebridge our 
popular host held court on a range different issues. 
,W�EHLQJ�0XQVWHU�ÀQDO�ZHHN�DV�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�¶%ULGJH�UHDG-

LHG�WKHPVHOYHV�IRU�D�VKRZGRZQ�ZLWK�0RXQW�6LRQ�IURP�:DWHU-
ford it was no surprise that there was plenty of hurling being 
SXFNHG�DURXQG�WKH�EDU�
%XW�LW�ZDVQ·W�DOO�KXUOLQJ�DV�3DGG\�DOVR�VSRNH�DW�OHQJWK�DERXW�

the other small ball game of golf and his time as a stalwart 
of Shannon GC and in particular his friendship with Christy 
O’Connor Jnr. His tale about  Christy related to when he got 
DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�SOD\�LQ�WKH�86�0DVWHUV�³�LW�ZDV�WR�&DVH\·V�
WKDW�KH�ZHQW�ZLWK�WKH�QHZV�DQG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�3DGG\�ZKR�ÀQDOO\�
FRQYLQFHG�KLP�KH�KDG�WR�WDNH�XS�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�
7KH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WKHQ�UHWXUQHG�WR�KXUOLQJ�ZKHQ�3DGG\�SUR-

GXFHG�D�IUDPHG�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�&ODUH�WHDP�LQ�&URNH�3DUN�LQ�
$XJXVW������³�EXW�LW�ZDVQ·W�\RXU�WUDGLWLRQDO�WHDP�VKRW��LQ-
VWHDG� LW�ZDV� WKH� LFRQLF� 6SRUWVÀOH� LPDJH� RI� WKH�&ODUH� WHDP�
VWDQGLQJ�WR�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLGHOLQH�LQ�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�YLF-
tims of the Omagh bombing the day before.

It was that photo that in its own way brought Paddy around 
WR�KLV�QH[W�VXEMHFW��DV�KH�GLVDSSHDUHG�IRU�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�DQG�
then produced another framed photo that was the guts of 80 
years old.

´7KHUH�KH�LV�µ�VDLG�3DGG\��´RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�,ULVKPHQ�IRU�
VXUH��D�JUHDW�PDQ�ZKR�GLG�VR�PXFK�WR�WU\�DQG�EULQJ�SHDFH�WR�
1RUWKHUQ�,UHODQG�DQG�PXFK�PRUHµ�
,W�ZDV�%UHQGDQ�2·5HJDQ��%RWK�3DGG\�&DVH\�DQG�%UHQGDQ�

2·5HJDQ�KDYH�VLQFH�SDVVHG�DZD\��3DGG\�MXVW�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DIWHU�
WKDW�PHHWLQJ�LQ������DQG�%UHQGDQ�LQ�������EXW�&DVH\·V�ZRUGV�
still hold true.
,W·V�ZK\�RQH�XQLRQLVW�SROLWLFLDQ�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�LQ�0DUN�3DWULFN�

+HGHUPDQ�RQFH�VDLG�´PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQ�
he laid the foundations for peaceful co-existence between the 
GLIIHUHQW�WUDGLWLRQV�RQ�WKLV�LVODQGµ�
2·5HJDQ�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�ÀJXUHV�RI���WK�FHQWXU\�

,UHODQG��$�VKDSHU�DQG�PDNHU�RI�PRGHUQ�,UHODQG�²�DV�LPSRU-
WDQW�WR�LQGXVWU\�DQG�DYLDWLRQ�DV�7.�:KLWWDNHU�ZDV�WR�WKH�HFR-
nomic regeneration. Mr Shannon. And well beyond.

He can be mentioned in the same breath as Sean Lemass 
²� WKH�PDQ�ZKR�PRUH� WKDQ� DQ\RQH� HOVH� JUDEEHG� ,UHODQG� E\�
the scruff and dragged it into the modern world when he suc-
ceeded Eamon de Valera as Taoiseach in 1959.
,W·V�QR�FRLQFLGHQFH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�/HPDVV��DV�0LQLVWHU�IRU�,Q-

GXVWU\�DQG�&RPPHUFH��ZKR�PDGH�%UHQGDQ�2·5HJDQ�LQWR�RQH�
of his agents for change as Ireland slowly emerged from the 
LVRODWLRQLVP�RI�WKH�(FRQRPLF�:DU�IURP������WR�·���
7KH�YLVLRQDU\�LQ�/HPDVV�DQG�WRS�FLYLO�VHUYDQW�7LP�2·'UL-

VFROO� UHFRJQLVHG� WKH� EXVLQHVV� DFXPHQ� LQ�2·5HJDQ� RQ� WKHLU�
UHJXODU�PHHWLQJV�LQ�WKH�6W�6WHSKHQ·V�*UHHQ�&OXE�LQ�'XEOLQ��
2·5HJDQ�ZDV�LQ�KLV�PLG���V�WKHQ�DQG�PDQDJHU�RI�WKH�SUHVWLJ-
LRXV�'XEOLQ�VRFLDO�YHQXH�

The term headhunted was foreign to the business lexicon of 
WKH�GD\��EXW�WKDW·V�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�ZKHUH�2·5HJDQ�ZDV�FRQ-
FHUQHG��VHQGLQJ�KLP�RQ�KLV�ZD\�WR�)R\QHV�$LUEDVH�WR�DVVXPH�

control of the catering operation there.
)URP� WKHUH�2·5HJDQ�EHFDPH�FHQWUDO� WR�QHDUO\�HYHU\WKLQJ�

SRVLWLYH�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�PLG�ZHVW�UHJLRQ�
5LQHDQQD·V� HPHUJHQFH� DV� WKH� KXE� RI� WKH� DYLDWLRQ� ZRUOG�

ZKHQ� WUDQVDWODQWLF� VHUYLFHV� VWDUWHG� IURP� WKHUH� LQ� ����� KDG�
2·5HJDQ·V�LPSULQW��DV�GLG�LWV�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�GXW\�IUHH�
airport that came in the years after the signing of the Cus-
WRPV�)UHH�$LUSRUW�$FW�LQ������
,W� ZDV� 2·5HJDQ� ZKR� FRQYLQFHG� 6HDQ� /HPDVV� WR� VHW� XS�

6KDQQRQ�'HYHORSPHQW� DV� D� ORFDO� DXWRQRPRXV� ERG\� DV� GLV-
WLQFW�IURP�EHLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�&LYLO�6HUYLFH�VWUXF-
ture. Then he headed the company that transformed Shannon 
LQWR�D�EXVLQHVV�KXE�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�HQY\�RI�LQGXVWULDOLVWV�DURXQG�

the world.
6KDQQRQ·V�GLDPRQG��EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�0U�GH�%HHU�
´,�FDQ�UHPHPEHU�WKH�VWDII�SDUWLFXODUO\��EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�D�

YHU\�DQLPDWHG�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�µ�UHFDOOHG�2·5HJDQ�LQ�UHWLUH-
PHQW��´7KH\�UHFRJQLVHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�WDVN�WKDW�WKH\�
ZHUH�GRLQJ�DV�KHOSLQJ�WR�FUHDWH�D�QHZ�,UHODQG��D�GUHDP�WKDW�
KDG�ORQJ�ÀOOHG�WKH�KHDUWV�RI�,ULVKPHQ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�µ�KH�
added.
$QG�� OLNH�PRVW� JUHDW� VXFFHVV� VWRULHV� LW� EHJDQ� IURP� VPDOO�

EHJLQQLQJV��ZKHQ�2·5HJDQ�PRYHG�IURP�)R\QHV�WR�6KDQQRQ�
OLWHUDOO\�RYHUQLJKW�DV�WKH�Á\LQJERDWV�JDYH�ZD\�WR�ODQGSODQHV�
´,W�EHJDQ�ZLWK�D�WHOHSKRQH�FDOO�µ�UHFDOOHG�2·5HJDQ��´IURP�

7LP�2·'ULVFROO�WR�PH�ZKR�VDLG�¶ZH�KDYH�MXVW�KHDUG�WKDW�WKH�

MR SHANNON BLAZED 
A TRAIL FOR IRELAND
Brendan O’Regan was a giant of 20th century Ireland says Joe Ó Muircheartaigh of  a man 
who made a huge impact on the new independent Ireland he grew into and then helped shape 
across a number of different spheres in his long life.

Brendan O’Regan was one of the 
outstanding figures of 20th century 
Ireland. A shaper and maker of modern 
Ireland. 

“

BRENDAN O’REGAN - MR SHANNON
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British are going to bring in land planes on Monday, and if 
you’re not able to look after the catering by then we’re going 
to have another handover that won’t be so easy’.

“‘We can do it from the Old Ground,’ I said. We did it us-
ing Maggie McArdle, the Old Ground chef, who was really a 
wonderful woman. We brought the food in the laundry bas-
ket.

“I said to her, ‘the best meal you’ve made Maggie has got 
to be there. Lobster, salmon, anything you want.’ There were 
about 30 people sitting down for lunch – the 30 people were 
from the BOAC (British Overseas Airways Corporation).

“It was a very important time in aviation. The aircraft were 
MXVW� DERXW� DEOH� WR� FURVV� WKH� $WODQWLF�� ,� UHPHPEHU� WKH� ÀUVW�
planes arriving – it was like they were from outer space. I re-
PHPEHU�KRZ�H[FLWLQJ�LW�ZDV�ZKHQ�WKH�ÀUVW�$PHULFDQ�DLUFUDIW�
arrived. They decided it was important enough for the whole 
crew to march down the middle of the lounge for their lunch, 
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�ÀOOHW�RI�JRRG�,ULVK�VWHDN�

“In the beginning we had one member of staff who worked 
full-time. Then we had two. Then we had have three because 
it was as busy in the night as it was during the day.”

On it went with O’Regan at its core, while always deferring 
to contribution of those around him.

“The successes I was lucky to have were really the success-
es of those who worked with me because there was a special 
drive in Shannon from the beginning,” he said in 2002. “It 
was among the waiters, waitresses, clerical staff and manage-
ment. We were very proud of what was happening and were 
anxious to make a go of it.

“My written agreement with the government at the time 
ZDV�WR�JHW����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�SURÀWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�
they were giving me to set up. I never took it – if I had I would 
have been a multi-millionaire. They never expected that what 
WKH\�ZHUH�JHWWLQJ�PH�WR�GR�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�SURÀWDEOH�RS-
eration.”

But boom it was, while O’Regan’s greatest feature was his 
ability to look to new horizons. Always. With duty free, the 
KRWHO� VFKRRO�²� WKH� IRUPHU�D�ZRUOG�ÀUVW�� WKH� ODWWHU�D�ÀUVW� IRU�
Ireland that still blazes a success trail 60 years after its foun-
dation; the Shannon Development story that helped industri-
DOLVH�,UHODQG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�
´:H�ZHUH�WKH�ÀUVW�LQGXVWULDO�HVWDWH�LQ�,UHODQG�µ�VDLG�2·5HJDQ�

with pride. “The need was so great, to counteract what was 
EHLQJ�VDLG�DW�WKH�WLPH��¶6KDQQRQ�LV�ÀQLVKHG·��6KDQQRQ�EHLQJ�
ÀQLVKHG�ZRXOG�PHDQ�WKDW�ZH�KDG�ORVW�RXW�LQ�WKH�DLU�UDFH�

“What existed in the beginning was an offer of the land. 
There were two offers which related to Lemass’ words in 
which he said ‘if you can do what you’re talking about you 
FDQ�KDYH� WKH� ODQG� IRU�D� VKLOOLQJ�DQ�DFUH·��7KH�ÀUVW���������
ZHUH�VSHQW�RXW�RI�WKH�SURÀWV�RI�VDOHV�DQG�FDWHULQJ�

“It was an American who had an idea for a pin-ball gaming 
machine. This is what he wanted. We had another operator 
who was a chinchilla breeder. We took a risk and we made 
two timber buildings and the two building were put up. We 
had two industries and then one man came who already knew 
what he wanted.

“He had seen an artists impression for an industrial zone for 
5,000 workers and an adjoining town. He said to me ‘and who 
is going to do that and run it’. I think Jack Lynch was with me 

at the time and I said ‘the team that has run the restaurant that 
you have talked highly about are going to do it.’

“‘And what are they going to do?’ ‘They are going to ensure 
that anyone who comes succeeds and at least doesn’t fail for 
anything lacking from the Irish’. There was silence. Then he 
said ‘I’m in’. He had made no economic check up. They were 
producing nuts and bolts for moonshots – the best things that 
could be used for shooting into the moon. It was the head 
man of SPS, Tom Hallowell. Almost immediately after that 
Shannon Diamond came. Once we had got one, we were able 
to get others.”
6HYHQW\�ÀYH�\HDUV�RQ��WKH�DLUSRUW�LV�D�PRQXPHQW�WR�2·5HJDQ�

and the teams of people around him. Shannon Development 
is another, so too is the hotel school, Duty Free.......

And the key to it all, said O’Regan before he died, was 
grounded in simplicity itself.

“At Shannon we had a staff there who had a tremendous 
thing for the concept of Ireland. They were streaming through 
the lounge to the dining room and the staff knew that they 
only impression they would get of Ireland was what they got 
at Shannon. They reacted to it – it was a very friendly airport.

“I remember telling them that on one occasion I went to 
Los Angeles and I decided I would go across America and 
stopping at small airports taking a look at them. I was in one 
airport and a big American with a Texas hat said ‘welcome 
stranger, where do you come from?’ At that stage I was feel-
ing a long way from Ireland and I remember telling the staff 
at Shannon that it lifted my heart and if they could do that to 
Americans, they would be doing great.

“We were very proud of what was happening and were anx-
ious to make a go of it. In this situation that Shannon is now, 
this is what has to be done again.”

Words of the wise.

Fáilte Ireland congratulates Brendan 
O'Regan, a former Chairman of the 

National Tourism Development Authority, 
on being named 'Clare's Greatest Person' 

and commends him on his many great 
achievements over the years, particularly 

those for Ireland’s tourism industry.

Opposite Page: Brendan O’Regan, right, as head of Bord Fáilte in 
1973.
Above: Brendan O’Regan in Shannon Airport in 1948 checking a 
sample from the tray of desserts in the airport restaurant; 
Below left: Brendan O’Regan and Eamon de Valera in Shannon 
Airport;
Bottom left: Brendan O’Regan, with umbrella, and Taoiseach 
Sean Lemass in Shannon Aiport in the mid-1960s, while also in the 
picture, behind Lemass is Minister Donogh O’Malley.

BRENDAN O’REGAN - MR SHANNON
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THE OLD Ground Hotel, Ennis has a very strong association 
with Brendan O’Regan. His father, James O’Regan’s entry 
into the hotel business came about by chance. 

Brendan recounted in Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh’s book 
‘From Borroloola to Mangerton Mountain: Travels and Sto-
ries from Ireland’s Most Beloved Broadcaster’ the tale of how 
his father James came to be in possession of the hotel. He 
said “We were on holidays in Italy when my father met some 
people who suggested that he should become a Fiat agent on 
his return; they also mentioned that the ‘capital’ would be a 
better location than where he was then operating.” 

The Fiat deal was made on his return to Ireland and he be-
gan looking for a place in the county capital Ennis to open 
this garage in 1927. “My father found a garage alright, but 
there was a problem because it was part of a hotel that was 
then closed down, the only way to get possession of the ga-
rage was to buy the hotel as well – it was called The Old 
*URXQG�+RWHOµ��2·5HJDQ�ÀQLVKHG��7KH�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�ERXJKW�
for £1,200 and James O’Regan built a garage and show-room 
on part of the property. 

Following the purchase, James O’Regan took the family to 
France to observe and learn about the hotel business from 
the French hoteliers.  Over the next two years, he renovated 
and redecorated the building and it re-opened as a hotel in 

February 1929. The O’Regan family moved in to live in The 
Old Ground. Brendan’s sisters Moira and Jennie took over the 
management of the hotel following training in Cookery and 
Domestic Economy.  
:KHQ�%UHQGDQ�ÀQLVKHG�VFKRRO�LQ�%ODFNURFN�&ROOHJH��KH�GH-

FLGHG�WR�EHFRPH�D�KRWHOLHU��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�JUHDWO\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�
his father and his father’s business at The Old Ground.  He 
started to gain hotel experience, initially working in Wales.  
Brendan then worked in a hotel in Germany, while the son of 
the German hotel owner worked at The Old Ground.  At this 
stage, The Old Ground had a year-round restaurant business, 

helped by passing commercial trade.  
By 1943, Brendan was working full-time in the Old Ground 

and at this time he negotiated with The Munster and Leinster 
Bank to bail his father out of bankruptcy. Brendan was al-
ways guided by his father’s motto on The Old Ground Hotel 
notepaper, ‘The best is the best’.

In 1945, during Brendan’s time working at Rineanna (now 
Shannon), he was faced with a challenge of providing cater-
LQJ�IRU�Á\LQJ�ERDW�SDVVHQJHUV�DW�YHU\�VKRUW�QRWLFH���+H�ODWHU�
HQMR\HG�WHOOLQJ�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�OXQFK�VHUYHG�DW�5LQHDQQD�
to the BOAC top brass.  

“Lord Headfort said to me: ‘That’s quite extraordinary, we 
didn’t expect anything like that.  Could I congratulate your 
chef?’  “I said, ‘But he’s not on duty today’. 

“And he said ‘My God, if you can do it like that when the 
chef is off, what will it be like when he is on duty?’ “There 
was no chef of course, the stuff was coming in a laundry bas-
ket from The Old Ground”.  

Brendan then became responsible for the catering at Rine-
anna, which didn’t have any kitchen equipment, so the cater-
ing was run from The Old Ground.

Former employees told of fond memories of their former 
boss.  Mary Kelly (nee Downes), who spent ten years as head 
chef in The Old Ground, put the secret of his success down 

My God, if you can do it like that when 
the chef is off, what will it be like when he 
is on duty?’ “There was no chef of course, 
the stuff was coming in a laundry basket 
from The Old Ground”.  

“

‘THE BEST IS THE BEST’
The Brendan O’Regan story is closely associated with the Old Ground Hotel in Ennis. It was owned by his father James O’Regan, it was 
where he met his wife, while the hotel was synonymous with the success of Shannon Airport.



THE FALLS Hotel is steeped in history, it was the home of John O’Brien in 
the early 1700’s and it was later passed to Andrew Finucane who resided in 
Ennistymon House until the early 1800’s.  Following his death, the house was 
passed to his brother-in-law William Nugent Macnamara of Doolin.

 William Macnamara’s grandson Francis, was responsible for turning En-
nistymon House into a commercial property in 1936 and Francis’s daughter 
Caitlin, married the Welsh Poet Dylan Thomas, both of whom lived in the 
KRXVH�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�WKHLU�PDUULDJH�

 One of our more prouder periods is towards the end of the 1930’s, when 
)UDQFLV�OHDVHG�WKH�KRWHO�IRU�ÀYH�\HDUV�WR�%UHQGDQ�2·5HJDQ���2·5HJDQ�UDQ�WKH�
hotel during the years of World War Two, and one of his innovations was to 
supply hot meals in hay boxes to the golfers in nearby Lahinch.  Thus pioneer-
ing the take away meal!

 It was here at The Falls Hotel, that the caterer’s energy and verve caught 
the attention of senior civil servants, and when asked to manage the ailing 
6W�6WHSKHQ·V�*UHHQ�&OXE�LQ�'XEOLQ�KH�VXFFHVVIXOO\�WXUQHG�LW�LQWR�D�SURÀWDEOH�
operation.  From there, his talent and energy went on to make such a lasting 
legacy on tourism and catering in Co Clare.

In our opinion, there is no better person to be named as Clare’s Greatest 
Ever Person.

Above: The Falls Hotel from the late 1930s

Tue 12 June 18 52  

LEGEND OF 
THE FALLS
Brendan O’Regan managed the Falls Hotel in the late 
1930s and early 1940s - an experience that set him on 
his way to becoming one of Ireland’s greatest busniess 
pioneers.

BRENDAN O’REGAN - MR SHANNON
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NIALL O’Callaghan is reminded of Brendan O’Regan’s leg-
acy each and every working day. As Managing Director of 
6KDQQRQ�+HULWDJH�� KLV� RIÀFH� LV� VLWXDWHG� LQ� WKH� KHDUW� RI� WKH�
%XQUDWW\�&DVWOH�	�)RON�3DUN�JURXQGV��LQGHHG�KH�RIWHQ�JHWV�
KLV�PRUQLQJ�FRIIHH�IURP�WKH�ÀWWLQJ�QDPHG�2·5HJDQ�&DIH�
´,W� LV� ÀWWLQJ� WKDW� WKH� 2·5HJDQ� &DIH� LV� QDPHG� DIWHU� VXFK�

a visionary,” says Niall. “This entire facility is Brendan 
2·5HJDQ·V�EUDLQFKLOG��7KLV�\HDU�XS�WR���������YLVLWRUV�ZLOO�
SDVV� WKURXJK� KHUH�� HQMR\LQJ� WKH� %XQUDWW\� H[SHULHQFH�� +H�
VWDUWHG�DOO�RI�WKDW�DOPRVW�VL[W\�\HDUV�JR�µ�KH�VWDWHV�
,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�UHPDUNDEOH�MRXUQH\�IRU�D�WRXULVW�DWWUDFWLRQ�WKDW�

EHJDQ�ZLWK� WKH�QRZ�ZRUOG� UHQRZQHG�PHGLHYDO� EDQTXHWV� LQ�
%XQUDWW\�&DVWOH�ÀIW\�HLJKW�\HDUV�DJR��

“Back then Dr O’Regan’s original idea had been to create 
VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�DWWUDFW�ÁLJKW�FUHZV�VWD\LQJ�RYHUQLJKW�LQ�
6KDQQRQ��$ORQJ�ZLWK�/RUG�*RUW�WKH\�EHJDQ�WKH�EDQTXHWV�DQG�
VRRQ�GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�WRXULVWV�DQG�YLVLWRUV�FRPLQJ�
WKURXJK�6KDQQRQ�DQG�ZLWKLQ�,UHODQG�LWVHOI�
´)URP� WKHUH� RI� FRXUVH� WKH� WUXH� EUHDGWK� RI� KLV� YLVLRQ�ZDV�

UHDOLVHG�LQ�WKH�UHQRYDWLRQ�RI�%XQUDWW\�&DVWOH�DQG�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�
RI�WKH�)RON�3DUN��5HPDUNDEO\�ODVW�\HDU�WKH�EDQTXHWV�HQMR\HG�
one of the best in its now long history, testament to the staff 
KHUH�DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�VWDQGDUGV�KH�LQWURGXFHG�EDFN�LQ�������
ZKLFK�DUH�VWLOO�PDLQWDLQHG�WRGD\�µ�UHSRUWV�1LDOO�
7KH� LQFUHGLEOH� DFKLHYHPHQW� WKDW� LV� %XQUDWW\� &DVWOH� DQG�

)RON�3DUN�UHPDUNDEO\�LV�RQO\�D�IUDFWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�'U�%UHQGDQ�
2·5HJDQ�EURXJKW� WR� WKH�0LG�:HVW�5HJLRQ��7KH� FUHDWLRQ� RI�
'XW\�)UHH�VKRSSLQJ�DW�6KDQQRQ�$LUSRUW�LV�DQRWKHU�
´+LV�OHJDF\�LV�DVWRXQGLQJ�µ�VD\V�1LDOO��´7RGD\�����SHRSOH�

DUH�HPSOR\HG� IXOO� WLPH�GXULQJ� WKH�SHDN�VHDVRQ�DW�6KDQQRQ�
+HULWDJH� WRXULVW� DWWUDFWLRQV�� $V� D� GLUHFW� UHVXOW� RI� 6KDQQRQ�
+HULWDJH·V�DELOLW\�WR�UHWDLQ�YLVLWRUV�LQ�WKH�0LG�:HVW�D�IXUWKHU�
������MREV�KDYH�EHHQ�FUHDWHG��$�WRWDO�RI���������EHGQLJKWV�
DUH�DOVR�JHQHUDWHG�E\�6KDQQRQ�+HULWDJH��IXUWKHU�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�
WKH�SRVLWLYH�HFRQRPLF�LPSDFW�WKH�FRPSDQ\�EULQJV�WR�WKH�0LG�
:HVW�µ�UHSRUWV�1LDOO�

One of Brendan O’Regan’s many strengths was his faith 
LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�DURXQG�KLP��+H�YDOXHG�WKHLU�LGHDV��D�
WUDGLWLRQ�WKDW�1LDOO�2·&DOODJKDQ�UHSRUWV�LV�VWLOO�VWURQJ�ZLWKLQ�
Shannon Heritage;
´6RPH� RI� WKH�PRVW� VXFFHVVIXO� LQLWLDWLYHV� KHUH� KDYH� FRPH�

IURP�VWDII��:H�SULGH�RXUVHOYHV�RQ�VHHNLQJ�WKHLU�LQSXW�RQ�KRZ�
WR�LPSURYH�WKH�YLVLWRU�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�FUHDWLYLW\��
7KH�UHLQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�,ULVK�:ROIKRXQGV�DQG�5HG�'HHU�WR�
WKH�)RON�3DUN�DUH�SHUIHFW�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKDW�µ�KH�VD\V�

The initiatives don’t end here. Shannon Heritage has re-
FHQWO\�XQYHLOHG�SODQV�IRU�D�½���P�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKH�%XQUDWW\�
&DVWOH�DQG�)RON�3DUN�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�WZR�\HDUV��

According to Niall O’Callaghan, this is be designed to con-
ÀUP�WKH�IDFLOLW\�DV�RQH�RI� WKH� WRS�ÀYH� WRXULVW�DWWUDFWLRQV� LQ�
Ireland;

“This will be the single biggest investment into the Castle 
DQG�)RON�3DUN�VLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ��
´:H�ZLOO�EH�ORRNLQJ�WR�EOHQG�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�WHFKQRORJ\�

LQQRYDWLRQV�DYDLODEOH� LQWR� WKH�&DVWOH�DQG�)RON�3DUN�H[SHUL-
HQFH��,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKLV�LQYHVWPHQW��
´:H�DUH�VHHNLQJ�WR�GHOLYHU�D�WUXO\�LQQRYDWLYH��FUHDWLYH�DQG�

LPPHUVLYH�YLVLWRU�H[SHULHQFH��ZLWK�ZRUOG�OHDGLQJ�LQWHUSUHWD-
WLYH�GHVLJQ��:H·UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU� WKH�¶ZRZ�FRPSRQHQW·��VRPH-
WKLQJ�ZH�DUH� VXUH�%UHQGDQ�2·5HJDQ�ZRXOG�ZKROHKHDUWHGO\�
DSSURYH�RI�µ�1LDOO�FRQFOXGHV��

Right: Niall O’Callaghan, Managing Director, Shannon Heritage 
with the new Irish Wolfhounds at Bunratty Castle and Folk Park. 

EMBRACING BRENDAN’S VISION
Brendan O’Regan created the Bunratty Folk Park almost sixty years ago. Today it 
hosts 400,000 visitors per annum, a testament to his vision. Managing Director of 
Shannon Heritage Niall O’Callaghan is tasked with protecting and enhancing that 
vision, something he says the company are embracing. 
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THE INTERNATIONALLY renowned Shannon Hotel Col-
OHJH�ZDV�WKH�EUDLQFKLOG�RI�WKH�IDWKHU�ÀJXUH�RI�6KDQQRQ�$LU-
port, Dr. Brendan O’Regan. It was established in 1951, next 
WR�WKH�DLUSRUW��WR�HQVXUH�D�UHDG\�VXSSO\�RI�ZRUOG�FODVV�KRWHO-
LHUV�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�KRWHO�LQGXVWU\�DV�LW�VHL]HG�
RQ�WKH�WRXULVP�RSSRUWXQLW\�WULJJHUHG�E\�WKH�JURZWK�WKHQ�RI�
transatlantic and other international services into Shannon.
)RU� WKH�SDVW����\HDUV�� VWXGHQWV�KDYH� WUDYHOOHG� WR�6KDQQRQ�

IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�JOREH�WR�UHFHLYH�D�ZRUOG�FODVV�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�
KRWHO�PDQDJHPHQW��)URP�KXPEOH�EHJLQQLQJV� LQ�������ZKHQ�
6KDQQRQ�&ROOHJH�ZHOFRPHG�D�PRGHVW����VWXGHQWV�WR�WKH�FDP-
SXV��WR�WKLV�\HDU·V�UHFRUG�LQWDNH�RI�����ÀUVW�\HDU�VWXGHQWV��WKH�
&ROOHJH�KDV�VHHQ�FRQVLGHUDEOH�JURZWK��7KLV�UHÁHFWV�ERWK�WKH�
ERRPLQJ�WRXULVP�LQGXVWU\�LQ�,UHODQG�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� &ROOHJH·V� XQZDYHULQJ� SXUVXLW� RI� H[FHOOHQFH���
6KDQQRQ�&ROOHJH�QRZ�KDV�D�VWXGHQW�ERG\�RI�RYHU�����VWXGHQWV�
IURP����FRXQWULHV�
7KH�&ROOHJH�RIIHUV�WZR�/HYHO���%XVLQHVV�'HJUHHV�LQ�+RWHO�

0DQDJHPHQW��D�%DFKHORU�RI�%XVLQHVV�6WXGLHV�LQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
Hotel Management and a Bachelor of Commerce in Interna-
tional Hotel Management.
,Q� ����� 6KDQQRQ� &ROOHJH� RI� +RWHO�0DQDJHPHQW� DPDOJD-

PDWHG�ZLWK�18,�*DOZD\��7KLV� VWUDWHJLF� LQWHJUDWLRQ�KDV� VH-
FXUHG�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�DQG�KDV�DOORZHG�IRU�H[SDQVLRQ�
of its offerings.  

Next September, Shannon College plans to welcome its 
YHU\�ÀUVW�FODVV�RI�0DVWHUV�6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�06F�LQ�%XVLQHVV�DQG�+RVSLWDOLW\��7KLV�ZLOO�EH� WKH�RQO\�
8QLYHUVLW\�DZDUGHG�+RVSLWDOLW\�0DVWHUV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�LV�
expected to attract applicants from all over the world. 
,Q������6KDQQRQ�&ROOHJH�RI�+RWHO�0DQDJHPHQW�ZHOFRPHG�

����RI�DOO�VWXGHQWV�HQWHULQJ�OHYHO���KRWHO�DQG�KRVSLWDOLW\�SUR-
JUDPPHV� LQ� ,UHODQG�� � 7KH�&ROOHJH�PDLQWDLQV� D� UHPDUNDEOH�
UHFRUG� RI� ����� JUDGXDWH� HPSOR\PHQW�� ZLWK� KRWHO� SDUWQHUV�
DFURVV�WKH�JOREH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQFOXGLQJ�&KLQD��'XEDL��0DOD\-

VLD��6H\FKHOOHV��86$��&DQDGD��7KDLODQG�DQG�(XURSH���
Below: Shannon Airport Development Company board meeting 
in April 1965. (L-R) G. Farmer, A. Keenan, GG Walshe , Brendan 
O’Regan, RC O’Connor, G Buist McKenzie.

SHANNON COLLEGE OF HOTEL MANAGE-

^ŚĂŶŶŽŶ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�ŽĨ
,ŽƚĞů�DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ

A College of NUI Galway

World Class Education 

100% Employment DƐĐ ŝŶ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�
ĂŶĚ�,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƚǇ�

�ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ��ĞŐƌĞĞƐ�ŝŶ�
/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�,ŽƚĞů�
DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�

ǁǁǁ͘ƐŚĂŶŶŽŶĐŽůůĞŐĞ͘ĐŽŵ�

BRENDAN O’REGAN - MR SHANNON


